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Overarching Theme
9 … since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator….

PAUL DISCUSSES MARRIAGE RELATIONSHIPS

Paul seemingly changes a little bit of the focus here as he seeks to apply all the virtuous, Spirit-filled living to the family and social relationships that exist in the church. If we are clothed with compassion, kindness, gentleness, and humility, then it will help make the relationships that we have we each other function more efficiently. So he turns towards the idea that these virtues must be implemented into their relationships in a practical sense.

COL 3:18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.

The husband/wife relationship is one of the most intimate of all covenant relationships, to the point where the Bible calls them “one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). In order for the relationship to function, there has to be a leader in the relationship, and there must be a follower. If both were in equal authority, its functionality would easily break down. So Paul sets for the biblical order here.

1. Wives submit to their husbands – note this is not women in general submit to all men, but rather it is wives submit to their husbands. The submission happens in that covenant relationship context. Ephesians 5:22 adds the phrase “to your own husbands.”  This submission is not something for the husband to demand but for the wife to willingly offer.

Questions: 	How has the idea of submission been warped in today’s present culture? 
How does the Bible correct it?
How does the fact that Jesus submitted to the Father change our view of this?

Note: in Ephesians 5:25, the husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the church (sacrificially, completely, lovingly) and he is to serve as the “head” of the wife (5:23), meaning her spiritual leader. If indeed a man is loving his wife this way, considering her needs, wants, opinions, and valuing those things, it would then make it easier for her to willingly submit to him and his godly, humble leadership.

2. Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them – Peter said something very similar in 1 Peter 3:7. (Note: “weaker vessel” has to do with physicality)

7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.

Note: Paul adds the idea of “not being harsh,” something that sinful man tends to be at times. But the Gospel changed heart is to embody a reversal of that.

Questions: 	How does what Paul said we should be in v. 12-17 change the way a man should talk with and act towards his wife?
	What can men do to help guard themselves from speaking harshly?
CHAPTER 3:20-4:1       THE STRUCTURE OF THE CHRISTIAN HOME (CONT.)

20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.

Unfortunately, in Roman culture, children were merely commodities, personal property. It was true that under the Roman law entitled Patria Potestes (The Power of the Father), the father “could do anything he wanted with his children. He could sell them, turn them into slaves, even take their lives.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Kent Hughes, Colossians and Philemon: The Supremacy of Christ, (Wheaton, Crossway Books, 1989), p. 123.] 


But the Bible stands as a corrective to such a demeaning view of our children, who as we know, are precious gifts from God. Further, the Christian father is to embody and reflect the heart of our Heavenly Father. 

1. [image: Image result for children obey your parents]Paul begins with children, calling them to obey their parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.  The obedience Paul expects is unconditional (except where any parent would ask their child to do something that violated the moral law of God – but presumably a Christian parent would not do that.)

Obedient, disciplined children, generally speaking, are happy children. They need structure, they need expectations, they need affirmation – all of these issues bring them security, comfort, and a healthy sense of self-identity. They further need to be told that not only does their obedience make Dad and Mom happy, but it also makes God happy – and where there is obedience there is blessing.

[image: Image result for children obey your parents]In calling for unconditional obedience, Paul is not suggesting that kids have no say in anything or that they can’t state their preferences or have opinions. But in the end, the child needs to know that the parent is in charge and that the parent is not designed to be their “equal or their buddy.”  Parents have to establish this culture early.

The child’s duty before God then is to respectfully obey their parents, for this is God’s will for them to succeed and grow in the manner God has ordained for them.

The best way to get a child to walk this path is by modeling obedience to God as a parent – obedience, like many other things, needs to be modeled.

Questions: 	How can parents set the stage early for the expectation that their children learn to obey?  How can a parent use Paul’s phrase “this pleases the Lord,” to teach their children why it is important to obey?

2. Paul now contradicts the Roman secular law by completely usurping the culture of the day and replacing it with the expectations of Christian fathers who are raising their children in the kingdom of God.

	21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.

	A rigid, domineering, fault-finding father figure can inflict unreasonable and harsh demands that 	literally destroy a child’s self-worth to the point where they become despairing and resentful. 	This is a sinful tendency that fathers must guard against, because in many ways, a child’s view of 	God can be shaped by the father.  A discouraged child is not one who is prone to excel and often 	finds themselves isolated, stunted in their growth, and generally angry and hurt.

	The Christian father, on the other hand, is to be the strong affirming, genuinely encouraging, and 	compassionate father that demonstrates a true interest in and love towards his children. He leads 	them, guides them, corrects them, plays with them, and values them in his actions and words. 	This is the standard that God has called fathers to embrace in Christian households.

SALVATION IN CHRIST CHANGES ALL SOCIAL STRUCTURES

One thing that we mentioned at the beginning of our study of Colossians was that the book of Ephesians was written around the same time while Paul was imprisoned in Rome. Therefore, there are similarities in format and message – Paul essentially teaches similar principles even if he is using different wording. This is especially true when he gives instructions to those who were Christians who found themselves in a “servant-master” relationship. Compare the two texts.

Slaves and Masters

COL 3:22 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. (ESV)

  EPH 6:5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6 Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 8 because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free.

  EPH 6:9 And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.

[image: Image result for the elephant in the room]The Elephant in the Room

“The NT nowhere directly attacks slavery; had it done so, the resulting slave insurrections would have been brutally suppressed and the message of the Gospel hopelessly confused with that of social reform. Instead, Christianity undermined the evils of slavery by changing the hearts of slaves and masters. By stressing the spiritual equality of the master and slave (v.16, Gal. 3:28; Eph. 6:9; Col. 4:1; 1 Tim. 6:1-2), the Bible did away with slavery’s abuses.”                                       				(MacArthur Study Bible)


COL 3:22 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. (ESV)

[image: Image result for Colossians 3:23]The idea of slavery goes against the very fiber of our being. No one has the right to “own” another person who is equally created in the image of God. The only proper context for slavery is that all of us as Christian are “slaves of Christ,” bought at a price with the precious blood of Jesus Christ, Our Master.

But being a “slave of Christ” is different in that he is our God, our Creator, our Maker, our Savior, Redeemer, and Friend. The relationship we have with our master is based on love, and it is this “paradigm” or “example” that Paul has in mind when he instructs earthly slaves and earthly masters on how to conduct themselves as Christians. In fact, when Christ is in the center, it becomes more like an “employee-employer” relationship.

A) What is the bottom line for slaves? 		An obedience that is both public and private.
B) How are they to do it?				With a sincere heart, knowing God is watching.

	See the Ephesians passage:  

	 EPH 6:5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you 	would obey Christ. 6 Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of 	Christ, doing the will of God from your heart.
	
Application:	This is the Christian’s approach to the marketplace relationships that we may have with 			our employers. Our performance is not measured only when we know our boss is 			watching. We work hard at all times because ultimately God is the one who has provided 			our job and in the end we work for Him, who will reward us according to our good 			stewardship.

BONUS:	Working for the Lord is not like working for people, because the rewards that God gives 			will be eternal – an eternal inheritance full of rewards for faithfulness to the assigned task 		that God has called each of us to. Even if we aren’t paid fairly in this life, we know God 			will grant us his favor and will reward us accordingly.

A final word:	God will bring to light the motives and actions of the heart on judgment day, whether the 			servant is a child of God or not. Therefore, we serve knowing we are accountable.
[image: Image result for just and fair]
The Transformed “Master”		(Colossians 4)

4:1 Masters, treat your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.
	
Parallel Ephesians passage: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]EPH 6:9 And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you 	know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.

Paul acknowledges the social structure of the day but once again redefines the nature of it within the biblical Christian worldview. The “masters” or employers have an obligation to be just and fair since God above (who is watching) is both just and fair. There is no place for the earthly carnal attitudes of non-Christian slave owners with their harsh treatment, unfair demands, and abusive threats. A Christian master is a transformed person who should see all men and women as equals in God’s sight. (Gal.3:28)
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“I'm right there in the room, and no
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